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St Andrews Presbyterian Church, Townsville

Policy re Baptism

Introduction

1. St Andrews Presbyterian Church is a member church in the denomination called Presbyterian Church of Australia. 

2. Our church is under the oversight of the Presbytery of North Queensland, which is again a court of the Presbyterian Church of Queensland.  The State Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Queensland is member of the Federal Court, the General Assembly of Australia. 

3. The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Australia determines the doctrine of the Presbyterian Church as it acknowledges the Bible as the supreme standard in life and doctrine as exhibited in the Westminster Confession of Faith, understood in the light of the declaratory Statement ( 1901)

General Assembly:  Rightful subjects of baptism, 1906
Infant Baptism

The General Assembly of Australia determined the following regarding baptism:
“The view of the Church with regard to the children to whom baptism should be administered is explicitly stated in the Confession of Faith and in the Larger and Shorter Catechisms.

The Shorter Catechism, Question 95, says:


"Infants of such as are members of the visible Church are to be baptised."

The Larger Catechism, Question 166, says:

"Infants descending from parents, either or both professing faith in Christ, are to be baptised."

The Confession of Faith (Chapter XXVIII Section IV) says:

"Not only those that do actually profess Christ, but also the infants of one or both believing parents are to be baptised." 
The General Assembly also stated that:
1. Christian faith on the part of at least one of the parents is essential to the validity of the ordinance, is the only one which is in accordance with the nature of the ordinance as that is set before us in the Scriptures.  
2. Great spiritual truths are symbolised in this ordinance.
3. Obligations of a special kind with regard to the training of the children are incurred, by those who receive baptism for their children.
4. To administer this Sacrament to the children of such parents as are without Christian faith, degrades the ordinance to a meaningless form, and brings parents under responsibilities which they are unable to discharge.

With this in mind the Assembly decided:

1. The Assembly therefore, would counsel Ministers and Sessions to take heed that the ordinance be administered only to the children of such parents as are one or both communicants of the Church.

2.  Baptism could also be administered to children of parents, who, being themselves baptised, make such a profession of faith as would entitle them to become full members of the Church and partakers of the Lord's Supper.
3. Assembly suggested that the following questions, or questions of a similar kind, be put to those who are not communicants of a Christian Church, who are seeking to have their children baptised:
a. Do you believe in God the Father Almighty, in Jesus Christ the Saviour of the world, Who in His Love gave His life for the world's redemption, and in the Holy Spirit the Sanctifier?
b. Do you believe in the Christian Church as in institution founded by Christ, in which all who are regularly baptised have a place as members?
c. Do you engage to bring up your child (or children), as far as you are able, in the knowledge of God and of His holy will?
d. Do you agree so to order your lives as will set before your child an example of holy living?
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With this mind, the Kirk Session of St Andrews, who has the rightful oversight over the administering of the Sacrament of Baptism in the charge, will:

1. Follow the instructions of the General Assembly of Australia.

2. Baptism will therefore not be administered to children of a parent/parents who: 
a. do not show by life and conduct that they profess Christ, 

b. are not communicant members of the church/or
c. cannot make such a profession of faith as would entitle them to become full members of the Church, and 

d. indeed do not show Christian maturity to make a credible vow to uphold their baptismal vows.

Therefore it is a condition for a parent/parents before their child/children are baptized that they

1. Attend worship services regularly (at least three months before baptism takes place an regularly afterwards).  If they are members of another church, they should furnish the Session with a referral from their home church, stating their faith and conduct in the life of that church.
2. Have an interview with the minister(s) to hear instruction about the meaning of baptism.
3. Fully understand that they will be subject to the discipline of the church (if they are not members of St Andrews, the Session will inform their home church regarding the baptism for further spiritual oversight).
The minister may ask that an elder assist him in guiding the parent/parents in the interview and/or further instruction of the parents.

Baptism is only proceeded with after all the above conditions are met and the minister has reported to the Kirk Session (which meets on the 3rd Monday of each month) and the Kirk Session passed a formal motion to have the child/children baptised.

The names of the child/children will be added into the baptismal records of the church after baptism.
Session stresses the importance of ongoing corporate worship, Sunday School and youth activities which serves as help for parents to give expression to their baptismal vows.  The programs provided by the church in this regard are to help the parents to guide their child/children from baptism through to full communicant membership of the church of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Parents should know that their baptised children do not become Presbyterians because they were baptised in the Presbyterian Church.  Although their names are added to the baptismal roll of the church, membership, with all the privileges attached to it, is only granted after public profession of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, usually made at a credible age of the child.
Adult Baptism

The Presbyterian Church bases its doctrine of baptism on the teaching of the Bible, known as Covenant Theology (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Covenant_Theology).  Therefore the Presbyterian Church does not baptise children only.  

When adults are baptised, they, like the infants, become God’s covenant partners based on the grace of God who establishes a covenant between Him and his children in Jesus Christ.

Adults, who have not been members of any recognised church, and for the first time seek membership of St Andrews, need to attend instruction classes in the basic teachings of the Bible.  These classes are presented by the ministers, sometimes accompanied by the elders, during the year.  During these classes applicants must display 

i. their insight in the basic teachings of the Bible, 

ii. confess their love for the Lord Jesus Christ, 

iii. and indicate their willingness to become part of the work of the congregational activities of the church.  

Their names, together with those who are not yet baptised are brought before the Session (Elders) who consider their application for membership.  If application is favourable, a Sunday is set apart for public confession of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  Those who have not been baptised before make profession of their faith after which they are baptised.

These new members then become communicant members of the Presbyterian Church and their names are added to the communicant members’ roll.  They now formally resort under the oversight of the eldership.  When they decide to move to another congregation, Session issues a disjunction certificate in favour of the applicant.

