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St Andrews Presbyterian Church Townsville
Policy re Marriage and Divorce

Introduction

1. St Andrews Presbyterian Church is a member church in the denomination called Presbyterian Church of Australia. 

2. Our church is under the oversight of the Presbytery of North Queensland, which is again a court of the Presbyterian Church of Queensland.  The State Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Queensland is member of the Federal Court, the General Assembly of Australia. 

3. The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Australia determines the doctrine of the Presbyterian Church as it acknowledges the Bible as the supreme standard in life and doctrine as exhibited in the Westminster Confession of Faith, understood in the light of the declaratory Statement ( 1901)

General Assembly of Australia

Guiding principles concerning the remarriage of divorced persons (chapter 5.4 )

The Assembly considers that it is undesirable and dangerous to the public welfare that divorce should be too easily obtained on any ground and is concerned that the divorce laws now applicable throughout Australia may in some cases lead to an easy dissolution of marriage that could have detrimental effects upon the stability of society.  It does welcome the present law's provision that a court shall explore any possibility of reconciliation which appears to exist before proceeding to grant a divorce.

The Assembly calls ministers to do all in their power as pastors and counsellors to preserve the enduring basis of marriage and to affirm the Gospel to this end, which calls all men to repentance and confession of sins, forgiveness, reconciliation and renewal of life.  At the same time, the Assembly declares that no bar should or can be put in the way of ministers accepting any divorce recognised by Australian law as having effectively dissolved the marriage concerned.

Before a minister decides that he should remarry a person who has been divorced, it is important for him to consider, in addition to all other relevant circumstances, whether the person concerned is aware and repents of any part he or she may have played in the breakdown or unwarranted dissolution of the former marriage, is willing to accept and exercise forgiveness and is prepared to begin a new marriage trusting in the grace and power of God in Jesus Christ.

The Westminster Confession of Faith (Chapter XXIV, Section IV)
1.     Marriage is to be between one man and one woman: neither is it lawful for any man to have more than one wife, nor for any woman to have more than one husband, at the same time. (Gen. 2:24, Matt. 19:5–6, Prov. 2:17)
2.     Marriage was ordained for the mutual help of husband and wife, (Gen. 2:18) for the increase of mankind with a legitimate issue, and of the Church with a holy seed; (Mal. 2:15) and for preventing of uncleanness. (1 Cor. 7:2,9)
3.     It is lawful for all sorts of people to marry, who are able with judgment to give their consent. (Heb. 13:4, 1 Tim. 4:3, 1 Cor. 7:36–38) Yet it is the duty of Christians to marry only in the Lord. (1 Cor. 7:39) And therefore such as profess the true reformed religion should not marry with infidels
, papists
, or other idolaters: neither should such as are godly be unequally yoked, by marrying with such as are notoriously wicked in their life, or maintain damnable heresies (Gen. 34:14, Exod. 34:16, Deut. 7:3–4, 1 Kings 11:4, Neh. 13:25–27, Mal. 2:11–12, 2 Cor. 6:14).
4.     Marriage ought not to be within the degrees of consanguinity (relationship be blood) or affinity forbidden by the Word (Lev. 18, 1 Cor. 5:1, Amos 2:7). Nor can such incestuous marriage ever be made by any law of man or consent of parties, so as those persons may live together as man and wife (Mark 6:18, Lev. 18:24–28).
5.     Adultery or fornication committed after a contract, being detected before marriage, gives just occasion to the innocent party to dissolve that contract (Matt. 1:18–20). In the case of adultery after marriage, it is lawful for the innocent party to sue out a divorce (Matt. 5:31–32), and, after the divorce, to marry another, as if the offending party were dead (Matt. 19:9, Rom. 7:2–3).
6.     Although the corruption of man be such as is apt to study arguments unduly to put asunder those whom God has joined together in marriage: yet, nothing but adultery, or such willful desertion as can no way be remedied by the Church, or civil magistrate, is cause sufficient of dissolving the bond of marriage: (Matt. 19:8–9, 1 Cor. 7:15, Matt. 19:6) wherein, a public and orderly course of proceeding is to be observed; and the persons concerned in it not left to their own wills and discretion in their own case. (Deut. 24:1–4)
The Marriage Act of Australia

Ministers of the Church are registered Marriage Celebrants and are bound by the laws of the land as expressed in the Marriage Act.

Implications

The priciples set out above means that ministers of St Andrews will not
1. marry a person who confesses to be Christian with someone who confesses not to be a Christian;

2. marry divorced person who does not fall within the category set out in paragraphs 5 & 6 of the chapter of the Westminster Confession of Faith as stated above;

3. marry homosexual people;

4. marry a anyone if implies a breach of the Marriage Act of Australia.
St Andrews Townsville

The Session (Elders) of St Andrews are responsible for the spiritual oversight of the activities of the church.  As such, the elders should have an insight into who is getting married in St Andrews. 
In the case of a member of the church who wants to get married, the Session will take as premise the doctrine as expressed in the Westminster Confession of Faith and the policies laid down by the General Assembly of Australia (see above).  Ministers are to adhere to these policies and should report to Session.

Practical Aspects

It is a requirement of the Session (Elders) that all wedding ceremonies held in St Andrews will be seen and arranged to be know as Christian weddings. All elements of the Order of Service, music, dress and general approach should reflect the Biblical principles of conduct.
A prospective couple who wants to get married contacts one of the ministers well in advance.  (According to the Marriage Act a marriage celebrant may not proceed with a marriage before he received a “Notice of Intent” – form available from the ministers – at least one month before the proposed date of marriage.)

1. It is preferable though that the minister be notified of an intended marriage about three months before the proposed date.

2. The minister will set dates to meet with the couple who wants to get married for several sessions of marriage preparation.

3. The minister will request certain documents needed which must be sighted before the date of marriage.
4. The minister will explain the fees applicable:

a. the use of the church facilities will attract a fee of $100.00 for couples who are not members of the congregation. Members of the church do not pay this fee;

b. a further $50.00 is applicable for the organist;

c. a further $50.00 is applicable for the person who prepares the church (and locks up afterwards);

d. the minister may charge a celebrant’s fee.

e. These fees are payable before or on the date of the marriage

5. The minister will discuss and supply an Order of Service with the couple, who is responsible for the printing of their own worship sheets.

6. Music used before, during and after the service must be discussed with the minister, who will determine its suitability for a Christian wedding ceremony. It is not the duty of the minister to supply words for hymns/songs which are not in the official Hymnbook of the Presbyterian Church. A CD hooked up to the PA system of the church, is available.
7. If the couple desires the use of the data projector, they will have the responsibility to provide the minister with a presentation file.  This should be arranged during the last session of marriage preparation with the minister.
8. A date might be set for a rehearsal, but it is not necessary.

9. The church building will be opened about an hour before the ceremony.

10. The pews and other furniture of the church are not to be altered for the wedding ceremony. Certain decorations are possible and should be discussed with the minister.
11. No confetti is to be used.  It is the duty of those who are getting married to arrange for someone to clean up afterwards should flower petals be used.

12. Photographers, for both still and video photography, are welcome.  It is however important to inform the photographers that, while the minister is leading the ceremony, no pictures should be taken.  Flashing lights and roaming cameramen do not contribute to a dignified Christian wedding ceremony.

13. The signing of the registers takes place in the front of the church (the communion table will be used and be placed on the appropriate spot by the caretaker of the church), who will also remove redundant chairs out of sight for the duration of the ceremony.

14. Arranged flowers are welcome in the church.  The arrangement of the flowers should not take place in the church (which might lead to the carpets being stained).  It is desirable that one arrangement of flowers be left in the church after the ceremony for the Sunday worship the next day.
� Unbelievers


� Those who believe that the pope is Head of the Church, and not Christ, and actively subscribe to the false teachings of the Roman Catholic Church)
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